THE BLACK HILLS 



- -and- 


HOW TO REACH THEM ' 

With Map of distances, and lares from the 
various points; also 

Cost of Outfit, and fall Information of the Country 

By One Who Has Been There. 


It has long been understood that the Black 
Hills were rich in precious minerals, pine 
lands, etc. There ha.s been more or less excite¬ 
ment over the reports brought from there 
evert" year as far back as 1865, and indeed as 
far back as the earliest settlement of the 
Upper Missouri Valley. These 

PERIODICAL OUTBREAKS 
were occasioned by the partial explorations 
of government under Warren, Reynolds, 
Hayden and others,coupled with the numerous 
stories of old miners, trappers and Indians. 
Numerous expeditions have been formed, at 
\ arious points, including Sioux City, Yankton, 
St. Louis, etc., to enter the hills, but.the op¬ 
position of the government and the hostility 
of the Indians, coupled with the utrcertaihty 
that existed as to the character of the country, 
have so far intervened to bring them all to an 
untimely end. excepb the small expedition 
that left Sioux tt^^ipctober last and is'-nqw 
in that copogMSpHrom' Which (Jordon and 
Witcher agPWfy returned. 

The HllBil'^eeling is attributable to 
TfflKxPEDITION OF CUSTER 
last summer, and tie reports of Custer and 
Forsyth, confirming all that was pi'eviously 
supposed true of the Black Hills. There was 
much excitement last fall, after the return of 
Custer, and only the approach of winter and 
the stringent orders of the government against 
the admission of whites into the hills, prevent¬ 
ed a flood of immigration at that time. 

In spite of the lateness of the season, how¬ 
ever, and all else that opposed, a party of 
twenty-five, including one woman and a child, 
fitted out in Sioux City, and quietly, on the 
6th of October, started on the long journey, 
the fact of their departure being known to but 
few. The party arrived in Custer Park on the 
33d day of December, and proceeded to pre¬ 
pare shelter and the protection of a stockade. 
On the 3d of February Messrs. Gordon and 
Witcher left their companions to return to 
Sioux City, to report process, and prepare the 
way for reinforcements. Their story is simply 
confirmatory of the reports that followed the 
return of the Custer expedition and of the 
previous reports of the government geologists. 
Indeed, Gordon and Witcher have said nothing 
approaching the extravagance of language, 
used by Custer, or.yet by Hayden. 


JOHN GORDON 

is a man nut given to flights of fancy. He is 
a small lithe man, dark complexioned, about 
35 years of age, and of large experience on the 
frontier. H^ is very matter of fact in his 
ways and speech, and , old residents of Sioux 
.City, who have known him many years, will 
tell you with considerable earnestness, that 
what John Gordon says, you may tie to. It is 
a fact, at least, that some of the hitalutm 
telegrams, that have been sent, have- been 
\ ery otlensive to him, and he has said over 
and over that he. just .wants the truth and 
nothing more, and he shows particularity 
ibout this in all cases, where his name 
used. 

Gordon is to take the first tram out trom 
Sioux City. It is advertised to leave about the 
5th of April. The Sioux City and Black 
Hills Trasportation Company, which will 
work what is called the Sioux City route, is 
composed of some of the b^st and wealthiest 
citizens of that place, and they say : 

THEY “MEAN BUSINESS.’’ 

The train that Gordon will take out will be: 
long to this company. Horses, mules, wagon.s^ 
etc., are now being purchased. 

The capital stock of the Company iS 
$100,000 ten per centum of which is subject 
to immediate call. . 

It is haruly likely that the leading business 
men of Sioux City would be putting their 
money into this enterprize unless they saw 
pretty clearly a w'ay of getting it out again. 

A circular issued by the company indicates 
THE PLAN. 


The following is a quotation; 

“We are now prepared to furnish transpor¬ 
tation for men and supplies to the gold fields 
of Dakota by the shortest and most reliable 
route. The first train will leave Sioux City 
April 5th for Gordon City, and regularly 
thereafter. Gordon City will be located near 
the base of the mountains, at the nearest 
point to the mines, outside of the Indian re¬ 
servations, and parties taking this route will 
have the advantage of a supply town near 
and always accessible. In addition to trans¬ 
portation, parties will be furnished board if 
desired The route of this company lies 
through the.state of Nebraska, and is an easi¬ 
ly traveled, and safe as weU as quick, route. 
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Fare, from $25 to $75. The first train will 
be piloted by John Gordon, who has been 
over the ground and is well acquainted with 
the country. 

In 1865 Col. Sawyers, surveyed a govern¬ 
ment wagon road from this city to a point in 
Montana territory, passing along the eastern 
base of the Black Hills. His road is perhaps 
the basis of the Sioux City route; at least his 
survey has much to do with the knowledge 
that is possessed of the country to he travers¬ 
ed by the Sioux City and Black Hill Trans¬ 
portation company. 

THE TRAINS 


will go directly west from Sioux City, bear¬ 
ing northward in Nebraska to the Niobrara 
river, and thence westward through the north¬ 
ern tier of counties to the nearest point to the 
southeast passes to the Black Hills. It will 
be seen by the quotation above that the com¬ 
pany does not propose to operate in the Indian 
country; and right here is where advantage 
is claimed, under the circumstances, for the 
Sioux City route over all others. Aside from 
being located in a good country, considerable 
of which is occupied by settlers, with excel¬ 
lent grazing in season, plenty of wood and 
water, it nowhere approaces locations of hos¬ 
tile Indians, and is said to take the traveler to 
within forty or fifty miles of the hills before 
foot is set upon territory reserved for the 
noble red. The distance from Sioux City to 
Custer’s Park, by this route, is placed at 350 
miles. Gordon and Witcher in returning, by 
way of Yankton, traveled about 400 miles. 


THE PEOPLE OF YANKTON 
have a route—several routes. They appre¬ 
hend people might go there and take their 
choice. Just which they jirefer is not clear. 

The route most talked of in opposition to 
the Sioux City route, is what is calied the 
Brule Cit^ route. The plan is to go to Yank¬ 
ton by rail, thence by river or otherwise to 
Brule City, a point on the east bank of the 
Missouri, opposite the mouth of White river, 
and there make up trains and proceed west on 
White river to the gold regions. The objec¬ 
tion to this route is that it is nearly all the 
way from Yankton through Indian country, 
which makes it unpleasant in view of the op¬ 
position of both government and the govern¬ 
ment’s wards. Fort Randall, as will be seen 
by reference to the map, is situated just 
above Yankton, and the gold seekers would 
first have to run the gauntlet of the troops 
there stationed. Then, again, by the recent 
executive order of Mr. Grant, Brule City, and 
a wide strip of country on the east bank of 
the Missouri, is attached to the Sioux reser¬ 
vation, which gives the government pretty 
full swing for 


DISCIPLINARY MEASURES 
up that way. It is understood, of course, 
mat all the country west of the Missousi in 
Dakota is part of that reservation, which 
m^es the Biack Hills question bothersome. 

The distance from Yankton by the Nio¬ 
brara route is not believed to be any less 
than the distance from Sioux City, while the 
location of the streams and character of the 
country are such that, in the spring of the 


year particularly, the trip would be length¬ 
ened However, the difference in distance 
can be no great consideration. The difference 
conu s in the relative facilities ottered by the 
two towns as outfitting points and in means 
of communication ; and it may be mentioned 
in favor of Sioux City that it has the advant¬ 
age of cutting off sixty-one miles of travel by 
rail, of being a larger town, and of having a 
well-.settled country about it; important con¬ 
siderations, as men of experience will readily 

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS GOING 
TO DO ABOUT IT. 

It is pretty well understood that the army 
in truth is in favor of opening the Black Hills 
to white settlement. The military that has 
had to deal with Indian affairs up this waj- 
understand that the Black Hills are of no use 
to the reds, except as a place to which they 
may escape, and from which they may cry 
sacred soil, when they have been engaged in 
scalp-lifting, horse-stealing or other Indian- 
like pranks. The interior of the hills are 
hardly ever visited by them, and it may be 
said that there is really no worthy consider¬ 
ation for keeping the country in its present 
state. It is believed that the opening of the 
country, after the fashion of building the 
Pacific railroads would do much to 


SETTLE THE INDIAN PROBLEM 
and relieve the Government of the burdens 
now borne in behalf of the untutored. In fact, 
it is believed, the government is not opposed 
to the movement, but that a notion that an 
Indian treaty must be held inviolate, in the 
estimation of the Indians, whatever the 
Indians may do on their part, is supsosed to 
be the point that troubles them at Wash¬ 
ington ; and why it shoiJtLnobody ci 
understand. * 

However, the m:inagers 
and Black Hills Transpoitatioffl^ 

this view : That thegovernment c; _ _ _ 

the gold-seekers as tresyiassers. Therefore, 
the military cannot interfere until it shall find 
the men on an Indian reservation. Therefore, 
again, that the men can reach “Gordon City” 
undisturbed, and that from thence they can 
shoot into the hills so lively and so variously, 
thut either Louisiana or the Black Hills will 
have to be given up—jirobably the Black 
Hills any way. It is said, furthermore, that 
the whole history of these things is 

AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, 
and if men really want to go to the Black 
Hills, believing good reasons to exist for their 
going there, that it will be impossible to stay 
the tide. 

The following extract from General Custer’s 
report to the government will be found of 
interest. 

, liowover, of greatest importance. 
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termed gulches. No discoveries, so far as I am aware, 
were made of Gold depo.-its in quartz, although there 
is every reason to believe that a more thorough and 
extended search would have discovered it. No large 
nuggets were found: the e.vamination, however, showed 
Uto be7'^ "rt?' b°* t 0* gold 

the prospecting’ showed that wjiilc t?ie miner may not 
in one-panful of earth 5nd nuggets of large size, or 
deposits of astonishiug richness, to be followed by days 
and weeks of unrewarded labor, he may reasonably 
expect in certain localities to realize from every panful 


le I feel satisfied that gold it 


or his labor 

--.jat gold in satisfactory qnan- 

! obtained in the Black Hills, yet the hasty 

to determine in any satisfactory degree the richness or 
extent of the gold deposits in that region. Seeking for 
gold was not one of the objects of the expedition, 
consequently we were but illy prepared to institute or 
successfully prosecute a search for it, even after we 
became aware of its extistence in the country. 

From the “Chicago Times” March 13th. 

THE GOLD FEVER. 

From present indications, it appears very 
liable, that the country will wittness an attack 
of the gold fever, such as has not been ex¬ 
perienced since the days of ’49 in California. 
Since the pnblication of the reports of Gen. 
G. A. Custer, to the army department, con¬ 
cerning the Black Hills, there has been a 
growing desire among a large class of persons 
to examine more thorounhly; the resources of 
this region, which has been increased by the 
glowing acconnts of the country, related by 
the two returning members of the Sioux City 
party of explorerers, which made a trip to the 
gold hills during the present winter. Whatever 
may be the actual condition and wealth of 
the region, it has become very evident, that 
an army of treasure-saekers will go there the 
coming summer, and remain there until the 
theory of gold is either established or ex¬ 
ploded. 

The unusual depression in business circles 
everywhere, and the great nnmber of men 
now unemployed, together with the fact, that 
the region can be reached comparatively easy 
from almost all portions of the country, will 
undoubtedly cause large numbers to seek the 
NEW FIELD OF PROMISE. 

The Cheyenne correspondent of the Chicago “Tribune” 
writing from that city dated March 13th, eays: 
“Four more of the Black Hills miners, named 
Wan-en, McDonald, Williams, and Thomas 
arrived at Fort Laramie to-day, and have 
walked froth the stockade 8 miles from Har¬ 
ney’s Peak in seven days. They bring fine 
specimens of gold-dust with them. Warren 
has some that he washed out of two pans of 
dirt just below the surface showing grass 
roots in with the dust. He says they have 
only dug down to the bed-rock in one place. 
Water is so plentiful that a part of the time 
they worked waist-deep in it. He thinks 
that with pumps and hydraulics they can 
make $100 a day to the man. He also brings 
with him specimens of silver that old miners 
state will yield $2,000 to the ton* and say it 
IS the finest they ever saw. He will bring it 
here to be assayed. He has fine specimens of 
plumbago, lead and copper. He says there is 


in rail- 

- ---- in mty years. He 

claims also that there are tin mines. The 
party leaves for Che.yenne to-morrow. Their 
object is to get provisions, machinery, tools, 
and recruit their numbers as much as possible, 
after which they will return from here, which 
they say is the only practicable route, it be¬ 
ing so much nearer than Sioux City, and with 
good roads. They report no trouble in crossing 
streams nor in finding good water and camp¬ 
ing ground every’ night. W'aiTen says he can 
walk the distance easily in five days. Rail¬ 
roads have reduced the fare one-third from 
Chicago to Cheyenne to parties going to the 
Black Hills. MaYiy strangers are now here 
who it is supposed are bound for the new El 
Dorado, notwithstanding orders from the 
Government prohibiting them from going. 
Parties just in from the Indian agencies state 
that the Indians are anxious to sell the Govern¬ 
ment their right to the Black Hills country, 
but don’t propose to give it up without pay.’’ 

GEN. GEO. A. FORSYTHE 
of the Custer expedition further says ; “The 
two miners we have with us tell me that they 
found ‘color’ in every pan of dirt they Washed 
near Harney’s Peak ; that the diggings there, 
in Custer’s gulch, will pay $10 per day now ; 
that they only had two or three days in which 
to prospecl, as we kept moving so fa^t, but 
that in their opinion, when the eastern hills 
are rightly prospected, gold will be found 
, there in abundance. I am inclined to think 
so, for the very roots of the grass would pan 
five cents to the pan in our camp near Har¬ 
ney’s Peak.” 

Again Irotn the Chicago Tihks. 

THE RETURNED MINERS; 

“Eph Witcher, one of the members of the 
Sioux City expedition, who returned from the 
Black Hills recently, and who has caused a 
new excitement to spring up concerning the 
gold fields of Dakota, in consequence of the 
glowing accounts given of the results of his 
investigations and prospectings, is at present 
in the city', engaged in getting together a 
party for the Black Hills. He is accompanied 
and aided by Dave Harnett, an old Indian- 
fighter and ^ide, and Charles Collins, of 
Sioux City. A reporter of The Times called 
upon the trio at their rooms in the Central 
hotel yesterday, and obtained such info'ima- 
tion as may be of interest to those persons 
who are bent upon doing the hills. 

EPH WITCHER, 

the guide of . the proposed party, is a young 
man, 26 years of age, who has been tn the 
plains the greater portion of his life, and for 
a term of years worked in the gold mines of 
California. He is an intelligent fellow, and 
bears about him all the characteristics of a 
frontiersman. And the return trip from the 
hills made by him and Gordon, of Sioux City, 
show them both to be plucky. The trip itself 
was extreemly hazardous in consideration of 
the fact that it was accomplished in the dead 
of winter, over a trackless region infested with 
a hostile tribe of Indians, when it was neces¬ 
sary that the means of subsistence should be 
carried along with them. The story of the 





adventures of the party out to, and at the 
Black Hills, and the return journey of the 
tiwjo . men, is interesting, and shows how 
completely the fever can control a certain 
cites of men. 

T#fe representative of the “Times” found 
the three gentlemen who are organizing 
THE PROPOSED EXPEDITION EROM 
CHICAGO, 

at room 8, nt the Central hotel, engaged in 
explaining their plans to a large party of 
perepns, apparently desirious of reaching the 
gold,region. During the day, somewhat over 
tlOB'persohs called upon them, with a view of 
getttog an idea of the coat of a trip, and to 
IcitRi.the obstacles that would be put in their 
wttSy-iibyOie government troops and by the 
Siptix,.Indians. The following circular, which 
w;a6 recently published by the two members 
of tlf&p'rpposed expedition, in answer to let¬ 
ters of-inquiry, concerning the proposed trip 
pretty clearly explains their plans so far as 
matured ; 

pEA-n SiR: In answer to your letter of inquiry 
wonld.say we are enrolling names of those who de- 
sne to with the first expedition. The organiza- 

’t/anted up. by oj- ammigst any persons excep\°those 

ne'cemrry^rc^aratior8'fora“Iron“”'* 

*° 7’®*'® •" "seveS'days'Vrora 

the Missonri river la order to know posi'ively—so 
tliay all precautionary arr ngements as to outfits etc 
may h® made, w® are enrolling members who desire 
mati° U|mn reoef t"of^whi*h P®' 

Und'ctheriiotoraSioS irat ouc™f ”w*a”fiS. Welfare 
no,desire to correspond with any parties except those 
deamng to join us. As a jruarantee of our r^nonMi 
biljty and jrood faith in fiilflllin? our obligatfofs, we 
capitalist 

ana president of the Dakota Southern railroad 90 
J S. Meckling, 
Dakota Southern railroad, Sioux 
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s City. 


Eph Witcher, 

:. Guide of expedition. 

Daniel Habnett, 

Manager of expedition. 

To ascertain some further facts concerning 
the intentions of the leaders of the Chicago 
expedition, the reporter engaged in 
A CONVERSATION WITH 
MR. WITCHER. 

Reporter—What are your plans, as far as 
arranged ? \ 

Mr. Witcher—We hope to leave Chicago 
about the l.'ith of April, and proceed direct to 
Yankton, where we will take a steamer up 
thejMissouri to a point which wm do not desire 
to mention, in order to escape the vigilance of 
the military, provided they attempt to inter- 
ferq with us. 

R,—Do you anticipate any trouble witli the 
Indiaus or soldiers V 

Mr. W.—No, sir. It is not at all likely that 
the Sioux will interfere with us in any manner 
as they know' well enough that should they do 
so, they will lose all chance of receiving an 
indemnity from the government for tress- 
passiug,on their territory. Again, ns we hoiie 
to have 1,000 well-armed men in our expe¬ 
dition, there is no party of Indians that will 
he TiEcTy to attack us. Mr. Harnett, who is 
to accompany us, is known all along the 


frontier as an Indian-ffghter, and also knows 
nearly all the chiefs of the Sioux nation. He 
is also well acquinted with the country, and 
there is little or nothing to fear from the reds. 

So far as the soldiers are concerned, we do 
not believe that any active steps will be taken 
to retard our progress to the hills, provided 
any great number puiposes to go out. In the 
first place, the officers are in sympathy with 
the movement being made, and it can be 
readily seen, that it will require a very large 
army to suiTound and protect the region, and 
the government, rather than incur the needless 
expense of sustaining a large body of troops 
will rather purchase the right to enter the 
hiils of the Sioux, who have stated that for 
the sum of !j’>5,000 they will allow the country 
to be opened. 

R.—What condition do you exact in allow¬ 
ing a person to join your expedition ? 

Mr. W.—A person must pay the sum of $.■) 
for a membership ticket, for which we agree 
to see to the transportation of his goods, and 
guide him across the country. We do this, to 
insure that tlie men who join really mean to 
go out with us. We have made arrangements 
with the railroad comitanies to carry us up the 
river from the latter city. It will be necessary 
for each person to purchase a pony at Yanli- 
ton, where he will have no trouble in securing 
one, as great herds are continually being 
driven into this place. The ponies will be 
transported up the river to the point of 
landing. 

R.—What will he the necessary outfit for a 
person in order to make the trip. 

Mr. W.—Two men should club together. It 
will be necessary for them to purchase two 
ponies and a pack-horse, and provide them¬ 
selves with provisions to last for a month. 

Each man should secure his blankets, guns, 
revolvers, amunition and mining tools in this 
city. By careful figuring, a man can start from 
the point on the Missouri river, where we will 
take him, with his horse and provisions to last 
a month, for |75 or |1U0. There will be, be¬ 
sides this, his fare out, and whatever he may _ 
see fit to purchase in the way of firearms etc. H -, 

R.—What success have you met so'far in se- ^ .S 
curing men to join the expedition ? i M 

Mr. W.—Already 150 have joined the ex- 2a 
pedition from this city. I think this number m " 
would be much greater, .had it been known 3 ' 
more widely that we were in this city. What 
we want is 1,000 men, and no more, to make 
the trip, hut if this number is not raised, tve 
shall go anyhow. We must get a force of 
men into the' hills as soon as possible, in or¬ 
der to protect the hoys that are there already, 
from the Indians. Even if no more persons 
should join the expedition, I have already 100 
trusty men who will go with me even if we 
have to go at dead of night, ond travel every 
mile of the way at night in order to keep out 
of the way of the soldiers. 

R.—What success did did you have while 
prespecting in the hills ? 

Mr. W —Owing to the cold weather, and 
having no quicksilver, we could do but little 
in mining and washing. Here are some spe¬ 
cimens of blossom rock and float rock, and 
quartz, showing gold. (The specimens shown 
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The reporter also had a short conversation estimates the e^eMe in th“8°hi-t3e«« tli 

DAVE HARNETT, .®'^« oo 



25 a day wherever he prospec- 
oses to go through with the first 
Is that they can beat the time 
trip. He also informed the re- 
t the traveling would be compara- 
:1, and that during the trip but few 
Id have to be forded. 

It IS the present intention of the originators “oidsnth'". 

^he expedition to return to Sioux City some Total for six men 






Very much could be added jto the above, but 
which would not be absolutely . *-emlaI. Anolber 
estimate has been prepared, which is f<>r four men: 

Four Ilerses. . $ 4'i0 

Two Ponies. 100 

Wagon .. 


Harr. 

Wag<i 


63 




..$1,015 

Per man, about. 250 

The est mate made for a quick trip, however Is as 
follows, for two persons: 

Two ponies.$100 

One pack horse. 60 

Provisions for one month. -10 

Kit-of mining tools. 10 


Two rifles.. 
Auiunitiou.. 


FKO.M BISMARK TO THE BEACK IIILL:^. 
What an old Frontiersman, who has Travele.1 over 
all the Koiites, knows abou. 1-. 

Bismakck, D. T., Oct. 10, 1874. 
I'd'lor Bisjnacrk i rrhune : 

So maiiv refer to me for ii,formation concernitm 
the Black Hills, that with your indulgence, I wiTh 
give a brief sketch of the several routes suggested, 
and make such comparisons as seem to be called for 
to farther the interests of those who at an early day 
will seek the “New Eldorado.” 

Let me premise, however, liy saying that I am 
familiar with all the routes, having been '.Migaged 
for the last seventeen years in trading with the 
Indians, or freighting for the Government in connec¬ 
tion wi h the Indians. I have traveled over all of 
the routes mentioned; have been on every side of the 
Black Hills, and through them, having accompanied 
Custer’s expedi'ion on its recent trip. 

The route from Yaukten passes immediately over 
the Sioux reservation, and in. close proximity to 
several large Indian agencies! and the road from 
the Forks of the White Hirer to Custer’s Gulch will 
be extremely tedious on account of the dreaded bad 
lands through which it passes. 

■ From Columbus, one would encounteran immense 
sand desert, lying between the head of the Loup and 
the Niobrara rivers, with no wood and a great 
scarcity of water; besides this route runs through 
the Pawnee reservation. .After reaching and cross¬ 
ing the Niobrara, great sand hills, devoid of vege¬ 
tation, streteh northwardne the White Kiver; and 
from White Kiver on to the Black Hills the “Mauvais 
Terres.” which are both dangerous and difficult, will 

be found. 

From Cheyenne to Fort Laramie the ro.fd is excel¬ 
lent; but from the latter place to Ked Cloud’s 
agency, one would again encounter those desolate 
sand hills, running west, through which it is almost 
impossible to take a loaded wagon. Beyond Ked 
Cloud’s agency the country is very broken, anti 
overrun by hostile Indians at all seasons of the 
year. This route also traverses the Sioux reserva¬ 
tion from south to north, passing through Ked 
Cloud’s agency, and within flf'iy miles of Spotted 


Tail’s agency. No other route can be had from 
Cheyenne, ex.-ept via Fort Fetterman, which is fully 
as bud if not worse than by Red Cloud. 

The route from Bozeman, by way of the aban¬ 
doned old forts, is a good one- a wagon route, well 
deflned, covering a greater portion of the distance. 

The route from Bozeman, via the mouth of 
Tongue River, although covering an unexplored 
country, and holding out great inducements to pros¬ 
pectors, will be found difficult, an '. perhaps im¬ 
practicable, for wagons, between the Yellowstone 
and Little .Missouri. 

The route from Bismarck to the Black Hills is 
much nearer than the route from any point: one 
hundred and seventy-five miles nearer »than from 
Cheyenne, on th" 

-“(1 fifty miles ui 


e Union Pacific, and one hundred 

__carer than from Columbus, Nebraska. 

This route Is over a country well watered, and fur¬ 
nishing good grazing. Be'ween Bismarck and the 
Black Hills there is not a foot of bad lands; besides 
it passes over neutral grimaid, ground not occupied 
or claimed by the Indiansic- It is as safe from Indian 
attacks as is the country, between Bismarck and 

'Many routes have been.-^utioned, but absolutely 
none preseu; the advantaged offered by the Bismarck 
route. At Bismarck compleK outfits can be secured 
and at as low rates as at any pi^nt on the Missouri river. 

It should lie borne in mind that there are already 
two trails from Bismark to 'he Black Hills, made by 
Custer s expedition; that a -score or more of citizens of 
Bismarck acco : pauied the B'-ack Hills expedition. 
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s the Government will c 
paiicy. I 

1 feel warranted in saying J hat this 
spring, and that the ahandoue^lorts in 1 
country will be reoccupied. ^ 


..„_ji will 
d the Hills 


LATEST FROM wksHlNGToN. 

March i7th. extract frouff dispatch sent by com- 
laiid of Geu. bherniai. toGetiOrd, atOmaha: „Eft'orts 
being made to arran* for the extinguishment 
” - .' • r^pe.- means will be used 


)f the Indianlitle, 
o accomplish that end. 
By command of Gei 


. Shern 


WinuiAM f, Whipplk, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
ALSO, 

Washington, I). C., March IT. — Secretary Delano 
has taken steps to bring to this city a delegation of 
Sioux Indians, for 'he purpose of negotiating for ib* 
exiiuguishnieiit of their right to the '' ' ”” 

try, with a view to opening up the st 


Black Hills c 


it'dement. 


Having thus fullilled .our promise of giving 
our readers more information on this all-ab¬ 
sorbing topic than can be collected from any 
ONE source, pointing out to them the.various 
routes to . the gold fields from the different 
points, each one of which uudoutedly possesses 
its own peculiar advantages, we must leave 
them to make their own selections. 


W. Norris & Co., 242 East Madison Street, 

CHICAGO. .ILLS. 

For Sale "by all ITews Dealers. 
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BOUTES TO THE BLACK HILLS GOLD FIELDS. 
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